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Technology in the Modern Era

Thousands of years ago, travel on foot limited people by and large in their 
contact and interactions to their immediate surroundings. Hundreds of years 
ago, advancements in maritime technology allowed people to travel greater 
distances, but they spent months or even years on the high seas to exchange 
goods and ideas. Today, technological innovation has expanded to the point 
that space tourism has emerged as a new industry. While orbital space tour-
ism opportunities remain limited and expensive, with only the Russian Space 
Agency providing transport thus far, its very existence marks an unprece-
dented level of technological sophistication. Guy Laliberte, founder of the 
Montreal-based Cirque du Soleil, paid $35 million for a twelve-day trip 
aboard a Russian Soyuz spacecraft in 2009.6 Virgin Atlantic mogul Sir 
Richard Branson is hoping to get into the business of space tourism with the 
creation of his company Virgin Galactic and its Spaceship Two, which will 

World Internet Penetration Rates, by 
Geographic Region, 2012

North America 78.6%

Oceania/Australia 67.6%

Europe 63.2%

Latin America/Caribbean 42.9%

Middle East 40.2%

World Average 34.3%

Asia 27.5%

Africa 15.6%
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Source: Data are from Internet World Stats, www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm.


